RELATIONS  WITH SINNERS                267
and I trust that by the time the next Confirmation is held, if I to see them they may foe found better fitted, under advice, to themselves the responsibility.
I am sorry it should have given you pain or anxiety. I can find vour wishes have seriously affected them both in mind and body.
Yours very faithfully, X. Y. Z.
For forty years friendly relations have been maintained with that tanuly, and as I admire their upright conduct I wonder whether the Vicar demanded too much of them or whether the extreme step of delaying Confirmation caused them to adopt a higher standard of dutiful industry
Sometimes people found causes of personal offence where only general terms were used. The following letter from a prominent member of the staff is an example :
DEAR BAENETT,—If I am supposed to be one of the people you preached against, who indulge in bad tempers at Christmas time, I can only say I am not in any such temper, and I believe the idea of learning in this way gives me more pain than the temper can possibly give you, etc., etc.
With strong gentleness the Vicar dealt with such characters, often decoying bad temper out of its fastnesses by persistent refusal to allow that offence could be meant or would be taken.
The depth of Mr. Barnett's relations with most people with whom he had personal contact brought the painful experience of being mixed up with no less than three causes c&lebres. He had to give evidence in court to promote justice, the incriminating correspondence having fallen into our hands ; he had to break the news of his wife's faithlessness to a broken-hearted husband; he had to tell of another lady's past to an infatuated lover ; he had to deny the helpful white-wash of an appearance on the Toynbee platform ; he had to refuse his public support to a repentant public sinner. It was very painful and often very puzzling, and the bundles of correspondence—which will now be burnt —bring back sad memories. Sometimes the letters were drafted by him and corrected by me, or vice versa, but they all show earnest desire to deal tenderly with the wrong-doer, while upholding the noble standard of conduct that human character demands. To deal with people face to face was his unerring instinct, and very terrible were some of interviews.
" How could you tell him, or her, such things ? " I would say, when he repeated what had taken place.